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LEGAL AID OF WESTERN MISSOURI has improved the lives of those in need through quality legal
assistance since 1964. We provide free civil (non-criminal) legal assistance to people who need
it most and can afford it least. With offices in Kansas City, Independence, Joplin, St. Joseph, and
Warrensburg, Legal Aid serves a 40-county area where more than 300,000 people live in poverty.

At Legal Aid, we respect everyone who comes to us for help. So, while their stories are
true, client names and images have been changed to protect their privacy.
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2025 asked a lot of all of us.

And while the ground may have shifted, our commitment never did.

[ ]
J“Stlce has to come Through every change and challenge, we kept our focus where it

mattered most — bringing hope to neighbors in crisis who needed
our free legal help.

In 2025, Legal Aid staff stood by our clients during some of the
most difficult moments of their lives, often serving as their only
source of support.

from somewhere, stand
for something, and

¢ We improved health care outcomes and saved lives by
removing legal barriers to better health for folks with
limited financial resources.

¢ We fought to keep our clients in their homes, so families
didn’t have to move, and their kids could remain in the

have a Stor to tEII same school.
. * We put domestic violence survivors on a path to safety

and self-sufficiency.

*  We fought hard for benefits to ensure that seniors, those
living with disabilities, and folks who lost their jobs
received the income they needed to survive.

e And we lifted the burden of debt to help consumers
breathe a little easier and find a path to a fresh start.

Time and time again, when we needed you most, you stepped up in
extraordinary ways!

Thanks to you, we were able to get justice for more than 12,533
children and adults in our community.
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BRUCE

Imagine serving your country, coming home, and building a quiet life — only to find
yourself shivering through a Missouri winter inside your own home.

That’s what happened to Bruce, a veteran renting a small trailer outside Kansas City.
When his heat broke, he assumed his landlord would fix it quickly. Instead, nothing
was done. As temperatures dropped, Bruce huddled in a single room with a space
heater he bought himself. Holes in the drywall let the frigid air in, making the cold
even worse.

A concerned neighbor told Bruce about Legal Aid. His attorney got to work right
away, negotiating with the landlord to repair the drywall and fix the heating system.

Now, Bruce’s home is warm, safe, and comfortable — just the way it should be.

* LEGAL AID STEPPED UP WHEN A BROKEN
HEATER LEFT BRUCE FREEZING IN HIS HOME.
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MARCIE & CADEN

Marcie watched helplessly as her son, Caden, missed almost an entire year of
school. Repeated suspensions for behaviors related to his ADHD meant he
attended only 13 days of seventh grade. With no assignments sent home, he kept
falling further behind.

As a single mom, Marcie was exhausted and overwhelmed. She just wanted her son
to have a fair shot, but she didn’t have the time or resources to fight the system on
her own.

That’s when she decided to call Legal Aid.

With a Legal Aid attorney by her side, Marcie pushed for new testing, better docu-
mentation, and an Individualized Education Program (IEP) that would support
Caden instead of punishing him. Now, he’s at a school that specializes in ADHD,
with the right protections and tools to help him thrive.

For the first time in a long while, Caden finally has the support he needs — and
Marcie feels real relief and real hope.

* MARCIE'S SON FINALLY GOT THE SUPPORT HE

NEEDED TO SUCCEED — THANKS TO LEGAL AID.

LEGAL AID 2025

7



8

* WITH THE HELP OF HER LEGAL AID ATTORNEY,
MRS. JEFFERSON PREVAILED IN A TAX DISPUTE.

LEGAL AID 2025

MRS. JEFFERSON

When Mrs. Jefferson adopted her two great-grandchildren, she was determined to
give them a safe and loving home. However, as a retiree living on Social Security,
she felt overwhelmed by the financial burden.

Hoping for some relief, she claimed the children on her tax return — only to discover
her claim had been rejected because their biological father, who provided no sup-
port, had already claimed them.

Unsure of what to do, Mrs. Jefferson called Legal Aid’s Low Income Taxpayer Clinic
for help. Her attorney carefully prepared her tax return and worked with the IRS to
challenge the biological father’s improper claim. After months of effort, the attor-
ney succeeded, and Mrs. Jefferson received an $11,600 refund check.

Thanks to this vital support, Mrs. Jefferson can now give her great-grandchildren
the life they deserve. They’re finally free to focus on being a family.

LEGAL AID 2025
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ALANA

For years, Alana lived in fear of Brett, the father of her two children. Before he went
to prison, Brett’s physical and emotional abuse cast a long, dark shadow over their
lives. Even after he was locked up, the harassment didn’t end. Brett still called and
threatened her, always trying to keep control through fear.

As Brett’s release date got closer, Alana’s fear turned into determination. She knew
she had to protect herself and her kids before he got out. That’s when she reached
out to Legal Aid.

Her Legal Aid team jumped into action right away. A paralegal spent hours listening
to and summarizing Brett’s calls from prison — time-consuming work that ended
up being crucial in court. At the hearing, the judge listened to one of Brett’s threat-
ening voicemails. Realizing the danger Alana faced, the judge issued a 10-year
order of protection.

Because of Legal Aid’s advocacy, Brett was charged with felony harassment for
those voicemails. Alana’s attorney also connected her with Citizens Against Domes-
tic Violence, which helped her and her kids move to safe housing in an undisclosed
location.

All the hard work and support from Legal Aid led to the best possible outcome —
Alana and her daughters are finally free to heal and start rebuilding their lives.

* ALANA IS ON THE PATH TO SAFETY AND

HOPE — SHE HAD LEGAL AID BY HER SIDE.

LEGAL AID 2025
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In 2025, our staff provided free civil legal services to 12,533 children and adults in our community — thanks to
supporters like you. You believe, as we do, that everyone deserves fair and equal access to justice, regardless
of income, race, ability, or life circumstances. Your support empowers us to deliver client-centered, trauma-
informed services to those who need them most.

The following graphic highlights the wide range of cases we closed last year.

# 1,811

HOUSING/COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

[ELE0S 416 <5

IMMIGRATION/
HUMAN RIGHTS ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE

PUBLIC BENEFITS/

460 Bl

MUNICIPAL COURT CASES

1,596 2%

EDUCATION/MISC FAMILY LAW/DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

*Municipal cases may have multiple charges.
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JOPLIN 569
KANSAS CITY - CENTRAL OFFICE 3.723
KANSAS CITY - WEST OFFICE 237
ST. JOSEPH 519
WARRENSBURG 570
TOTAL CIVIL CASES CLOSED 5,618
TOTAL KCMO MUNICIPAL COURT CASES 4,358

52% %

WHITE LATINO
OTHER BLACK

The power imbalance facing our community is quite

clear. Far too often, folks must rely on advocates and
attorneys to secure their most basic needs — putting
food on the table, accessing health care, and finding
safety in their own homes.

LEGAL AID 2025



14

LEGAL AID 2025

New
A

Hope is not passive — it is the catalyst for change.
Legal Aid’s work is rooted in hope. Our clients come
to us in moments of real need: when a family faces
eviction, when a survivor seeks safety, when a child
is forced out of school, or when someone’s health
depends on access to care. And time and time again,
with an advocate at their side, our clients secure

the outcomes they need. Representation does more
than win a case — it restores safety, secures stability,
preserves dignity, and opens doors to opportunity.
That impact is the source of our hope.

Hope also drives change beyond individual cases.
When clients raise their voices and our advocates
elevate those stories, we expose the policies and sys-
tems that keep people in poverty and powerlessness.
That shared hope fuels changes to laws, policies, and
practices that expand access to justice for thousands
more. In other words, hope not only changes lives
one person at a time — it reshapes the rules that
determine who gets a fair chance in the first place.

Hope has long been our foundation, and it is even
more crucial at this moment. Right now, laws and
policies are changing in ways that harm our clients
and communities, and those harms will only intensify

in the months and years ahead. As legal needs grow,
so does the difference an advocate can make — this
reality deepens both the challenge and our resolve.
Your support turns that resolve into action and fuels
the hope that together we can achieve justice for our
clients.

I am honored to return to Legal Aid, where | started
my career at this consequential time. | am humbled
by the courage of our clients and by the dedication
of our staff, volunteers, board, and supporters. If you
are returning, thank you for standing with our clients.
If this is your first introduction to Legal Aid, please
accept this Annual Report as an open invitation

to join us — there are many ways to get involved.
Together, we will keep bringing hope into action and
build lasting change.

With deep gratitude and resolve,
Amber C. Christ

LEGAL AID 2025
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LEGAL AID OFFICES

Kansas City - Central Office:

The staff includes 37 attorneys, 18 paralegals, 24
administrative staff, two intake specialists, and five
administrative assistants. Staff handle cases involving
consumer law, housing, domestic violence, landlord/
tenant matters, access to health care, and federal and
state benefits issues.

The Central office houses the administrative offices,
including the executive office, fiscal, human resources,
our Volunteer Attorney Project, IT, and development.

Kansas City - Neighborhood Development:

Legal Aid's Neighborhood Development team pro-
vides counsel and representation on matters ranging
from individual homeownership issues to city-wide
economic and community development to over 40 of
Kansas City’s historic neighborhoods. These services
are provided by Legal Aid’s staff which includes six
attorneys and three paralegals.

Kansas City - Municipal Defense:

Our Municipal Court Defense Unit is funded by a con-
tract with the City of Kansas City, Missouri. Attorneys
represent clients charged with jailable offenses in the
City’s municipal courts. Staff includes 10 attorneys,
one paralegal, and one administrative assistant.

Independence:

The Independence office opened in 2025 as a means
to better serve clients in eastern portions of our
40-county service area. The staff currently consists of
two attorneys, one administrative assistant, and a social
worker. Staff primarily handle cases involving domestic
violence, guardianships, and public benefits issues.

Joplin:

The Joplin office provides services to six counties
along Missouri’s southwest border. The staff consists
of six attorneys, three paralegals, one social worker,
and one administrative assistant. The cases handled
by the Joplin office involve survivors of domestic
abuse seeking orders of protection, marriage dissolu-
tion, paternity, custody, visitation, and child support
orders. In addition, the staff handles cases involv-
ing consumer law, landlord/tenant law, guardian-
ship cases, social security cases, public benefits, and
expungements.

St. Joseph:

St. Joseph’s staff includes four attorneys, three para-
legals, and one administrative assistant serving an
18-county area in northwest Missouri. The office rep-
resents a mix of both rural and urban clients. Many of
the cases involve family law, including marriage dis-
solution, custody, guardianship, and orders of protec-
tion. In addition, staff handle cases involving consumer
issues, landlord/tenant law, and other civil matters.

Warrensburg:

This office serves thirteen rural counties in west-cen-
tral Missouri. The staff consists of two attorneys, three
paralegals, and one administrative assistant. Also in
2025, the office hosted a legal intern and a social work
intern. The Warrensburg staff handle cases involving
consumer law, housing, domestic violence, landlord/
tenant matters, and public benefits issues. The staff
maintains a strong presence in the community and
works directly with local agencies in several counties.

D‘D You We serve 40 counties in Missouri where more than

300,000 people live in poverty — most of whom you will

K“OW? never meet. But they are your neighbors. They live in the

LEGAL AID 2025

communities you call home.

OUR 40-COUNTY SERVICE AREA
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KANSAS CITY - CENTRAL INDEPENDENCE
4001 DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. BLVD. 304 W. WALNUT, SUITE 100
SUITE 300 INDEPENDENCE, MO 64050
KANSAS CITY, MO 64130 816-474-6750

816-474-6750

JOPLIN

DEVELOPMENT JOPLIN, MO 64801

6285 PASEO BOULEVARD 417-782-1650/800-492-7095
KANSAS CITY, MO 64110

816-474-9868

JOPLIN

I

KANSAS CITY
ST. JOSEPH

. WARRENSBURG

ST. JOSEPH

3110 KARNES RD, SUITE 100
ST. JOSEPH, MO 64506
816-364-2325/800-892-2101

WARRENSBURG

VISIT: 305 NORTH HOLDEN
MAIL: PO BOX 396
WARRENSBURG, MO 64093
660-747-7101/800-892-2943

LEGAL AID 2025
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Consumer Protection:

Legal Aid helps clients, particularly seniors on fixed
incomes, with consumer issues such as personal prop-
erty taxes, auto fraud, and debt collection practices. We
work with home loan servicers to prevent foreclosure
and can stop foreclosure sales through bankruptcy or liti-
gation. The Low Income Taxpayer Clinic assists taxpayers
in resolving issues with the IRS and Missouri Department
of Revenue.

LEGAL AID 2025

Rental Housing Assistance:

Housing advocates assist those in public housing, feder-
ally subsidized housing, and private housing. We provide
advice or representation to help clients avoid unlawful
evictions, coordinate rental assistance, penalize illegal con-
duct by landlords, and recover wrongfully withheld secu-
rity deposits. We also help residents when there is a wide-
spread problem in a housing development to correct the
problem for all the tenants, not just one individual or family.

Family Law/Domestic Violence Protection:

Legal Aid's Family Law advocates help survivors of
domestic violence secure safety and stability by offer-
ing legal representation for orders of protection, divorce,
paternity, custody, and child support. Attorneys focus on
cases involving domestic violence and prioritize those
with at-risk children.

Our representation, combined with community resource
referrals, enables survivors to escape abuse and achieve
physical and financial security.

Public Benefits/Federal Rights:

Legal Aid helps people with issues related to state and
federal public assistance programs, including MO Health-
Net, SNAP, childcare, unemployment benefits, Social
Security, Supplemental Security Income, and Medicare.
We provide representation and advice at hearings, nego-
tiations, and appeals. We also do outreach to educate the
community and improve access to healthcare, food and
income support programs.

Neighborhood Development:

Legal Aid's Neighborhood Development office represents
nonprofit community organizations in neighborhood
improvement activities, including creating and preserving
affordable housing in Kansas City.

Legal services include property acquisition, financing,
title clearance, real estate closing and syndication, tax
abatement, zoning, applications for tax exemption, non-
profit formation, and contracts with service providers.

Human Rights Protection:

The team consists of the Immigration Project and the
Migrant Farmworkers Project. We provide quality, trauma-
informed representation for refugees, asylees, permanent
residents, and survivors of violent crimes, trafficking, and
domestic violence.

The Immigration Project handles naturalization, visa pro-
cessing, and Violence Against Women Act applications.
The Migrant Farmworkers Project addresses wage theft,
labor trafficking, housing, immigration, and safety con-
cerns for low-income farmworkers throughout Missouri.

LEGAL AID 2025
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SPECIAL PROJECTS

ACCESS TO JUSTICE IN RURAL SERVICE AREAS (ST. JOSEPH, WARRENSBURG & JOPLIN)
ADVOCATES FOR FAMILY HEALTH

DEBT RELIEF PROJECT

JUSTICE IN THE SCHOOLS

LEGAL AID IN THE LIBRARY

LOW INCOME TAXPAYER CLINIC

MIGRANT FARMWORKERS PROJECT

RIGHT TO COUNSEL

URBAN HOMESTEADING PROJECT

VOLUNTEER ATTORNEY PROJECT:

ADOPT-A-NEIGHBORHOOD

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY OF SERVICE

HON. ARTHUR B. FEDERMAN CITIZENSHIP CLINIC

PRO BONO PROGRAM FOR BANKRUPTCY LITIGATION

PRO SE DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE CLASS

SECOND SEASON AT LAW

TRANSACTIONAL LAW PROJECT

UMKC-LEGAL AID OF WESTERN MISSOURI SELF-HELP PROJECT
WARRANT RELIEF PROJECT

POWER OF ATTORNEY OF A MINOR CLINIC

SPECIALTY COURT PROGRAMS WITH KANSAS CITY MUNICIPAL COURT:

WELLNESS COURT (FORMERLY DRUG COURT & MENTAL HEALTH COURT)
WOMAN IN NEED OF CHANGE COURT (WOMAN'S COURT)
VETERANS’ TREATMENT COURT

For over 60 years, we have adapted to meet the
ever-changing legal needs of our neighbors with low
incomes. As the communities we serve grow and
diversify, so do our clients’ legal problems.
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The Volunteer Attorney Project (VAP) places eligible clients with private attorneys who agree to provide free legal

representation to those who otherwise could not afford it. The private attorneys who volunteer their time through

VAP believe in the principle of equal access to the legal system, of making “justice for all” more than just a promise.

They donate their time and considerable talents to make that ideal a reality.

HOURS OF LEGAL
REPRESENTATION

557

CLOSED CASES

!

$968,713

DONATED LEGAL
SERVICES

THE FOLLOWING ATTORNEYS ACCEPTED VAP CASES IN 2025:

KANSAS CITY
ROBERT ABERNATHY
JOHN AISENBREY
NISHA ALBERT
KRISTIN JACOBS ALEXANDER
AMY ALLSHOUSE
DARA ALVARADO
JASON AMERINE
CONRAD AMIROF
TERESA ANDERSON
BRAD ANDERSON
SHAMOOOR ANIS
MARY ARGANA
TAYLOR ARRI
KIMBERLY ATHIE
ELLIE AUGUSTINE
BRIAN BAGGOTT
ERIN BAJACKSON
DAVID BARLOW
MIKE BARNETT
AMANDA BASRI
DAVID BELL

OLIVIA BENOIT
ANNA BERMAN
GRANT BERNING
KELISEN BINDER MOLLOY
POLLY BLOMQUIST
MATT BOCK

LESLIE BOE

STEPHANIE BOORD
JAMES BOOTH
JOHNDA BOYCE
NATALIE BRANCH
JAMES BRECKENRIDGE
DOUG BREYFOGLE
JARED BROWN
RHAKEEM BROWN
ARA BROWN
FREDERICK BRYANT
NAOMI BUIE

BRETT BURMEISTER
MICHELE BUSCHART
KRISTEN BUZZELLI
ELIZABETH CAFFREY
RYAN CALLAHAN
JOSEPH CAMBIANO
JC CANCELLARI
JEFFERY CAREY
EMILY CARNEY
MARIA CARUSO
FRANK CASCONE Il
KEVIN CHECKETT
GINA CHIALA

KEVIN COLE

GARY COLLINS
MADISON CONNOLLY
CASEY CRAWFORD
MIKE CURLEY

MATTHEW DAMERON
JOE DANDURAND
JAMES DANIELS
ERIN DARK

AMY SWEENY DAVIS
GARDINER DAVIS
LAUREN DAVIS
ALEX DEMASI
TIMOTHY DENKER
MELODY DICKSON
JENNIFER DOUAN
ERICA DRISKELL
PRESTON DROBECK
MICHAEL DUBE
STEVEN EFFERTZ
COLEMAN ELLIS
ROCHELLE FALK
JENNIFER FINCH
DAN FLANIGAN
ALLISON FLORES
MAVERICK FLOWERS
RYAN FOLEY
MICHAEL FOSTER
SHEENA FOYE
LINDSEY FREIHOFF
MARSHA FRIEDMAN
KEHL FRIESEN

PAUL GARDNER
JOHN GATES

BARBARA GLESNER FINES
CAYCE GOOD

CHUCK GORDEN

GENE GRAHAM
MACGREGOR GREENLEE
TOM GREVER

TODD GRIFFEE
STEPHEN GRIFFIN
RACHEL GROVES
ANGELA HABEEBULLAH
JENNIFER HAGGERTY
WILLIAM HANNA
TAYLOR HARRINGTON
MOLLY HASTINGS

JENN HATCHER

JOHN HAYOB
CHANDLER HIATT
JENNIFER HILL

HENRY HILLIARD

JR HOBBS

DAVID HOLDSWORTH
B.. HOWARD

JUSTIN HUNT

TASNEEM HUQ

ASHLEY IRWIN

ALICE JACKS

SANDY JADRIC

JEFF JARRETT

JANELLE JENNINGS-DRUMMOND
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JOSEPH JEPPSON
CARTY JOHANNSEN
MICHAEL JUDY
JODAN KAHLE

EVAN KALLSEN

SETH KEENE

BRETT KELLENBERGER
MARILYN KELLER
NICHOLAS KENNEY
SUSAN KEPHART
RYAN KILIANY

KATIE KILLEN

D. BRYANT KING IlI
STEVE KIRSCHBAUM
AMANDA KIVETT
RYAN KNIPP
THOMAS KOEHLER
CHRISTOPHER KORTH
ERLENE KRIGEL
COURTNEY KROEGER
STEPHEN KROGMEIER
APURVA KUNTE
JOHN KURTZ

SEAN LAJAUNIE
JOSH LANGLOIS
LAURI LAUGHLAND
MORGAN LAWRENCE
LESLIE LAWSON
BRADEN ARTHUR LEFLER
JOHNNY LOK
HEATHER LOTTMANN
HOWARD LOTVEN
ELIZABETH LYNCH
LISA MACHICAO
MIGUEL MADRIGAL
MICHELE MANCEAUX
TINA MARTIN

BRAD MATTEUZZI

pID YOU

STEPHEN MAYER
BRAD MCCORMACK
BJMCCULLICK
MARK MCDERMED
MADELINE MCDONOUGH
SEAN MCELWAIN
CHRIS MCRAE
SHAUNA MCROBERTS
WILLIAM MEYER
KYLE MIKKELSON
MOGAN MILLER
TONY MILLER

NEIL MILLER
R.B.MILLER

EVAN MONTGOMERY
JIM MOSIMANN

JEFF MULLINS
MADELYN MUSSON
ROGER NAIL

JOE NASTASI

KATHY NEMECHEK
DEWANNA NEWMAN

ALEXANDRA (LEXI) NGUYEN

JASON NORBURY
SAMUEL NULTON
JOANNA ORSCHELN
IAN PAGE

TINA PARSLEY-HUGHES
RYAN PATTON
ROBERT PAYNE
EMILY PEDERSEN
CRAIG PETERS

JIM PETRIE

JOHN MICHAEL PIPES
KATIE PLAS

POSTON PRICHETT
JOHN PRINZIVALLI
BILL PRUGH

COLIN QUINN
SYDNEY RAGSDALE
CHE RAMSEY
MARGARET RICHARDS
BRETT RICHMAN
MICHAEL RINARD
SHERRILL ROSEN
JOHN P RYAN JR.

NEIL SADER

TINA SCHAEFER
ANDREW SCHENDEL
KAMILLIA SCOTT
RUSSELL SHANKLAND
BRETT SHANKS
DARREN SHARP
JOHN SHAW
CHRISTEN SHEPHERD
RYAN SHERNAMAN
MEGHAN SHOLY-WELLS
OLGA SHUPYATSKAYA
MALIKA SIMMONS
JAYKE SIMSHEUSER
TAYLOR SLOAN
CAROL SMITH
GARRETT SOLOMON
BENJAMIN SORRELL JR.
MICHAEL SPIEGEL
ANGELA SPITALERI
TRACY SPRADLIN
SHARON STALLBAUMER
VANESSA STARKE
ANDREA STEELE
LEAH STEIN

ANDREW STEPHENS
JOSEPH STOKELY
DANA STRUEBY
BRANDON SULZER
KIMBERLY SUMMERS

ELLEN SUNI

ANDREW TALGE
LUCY TERRY
DIAMOND THOMAS
SHIANNE THOMAS
DIAMOND THOMAS
FREDERICK THOMPSON IV
JANE TRUEPER

D. PAUL TYSON
JOCELYN VILLANUEVA
JEFF WAGONER
CHRISTINA WAHL
DANIELLE WALLACE
ANNETTE WALLACE
TIMOTHY WALLNER
JASMINE WARD
BRIAN WEBB

VICTOR WEBER
THOMAS WEST
DANIEL WHEELER
KATHRYN WHITE
JENNIFER WIELAND
JOHN WILCOX

DANA BASSORE WILDERS
KERRY WILLIAMS
WHITNEY WILLIAMS
ED WILLIAMS

CLAIRE WILLIAMS
VICKI WIND

BRIAN WOOD
GREGORY WU
JOSEPH (TIM) YASSO
CHRISTOPHER ZARDA
JENILEE ZENTRICH

R. DYAN ZIMMERMAN

In 2025, the Volunteer Attorney Project launched a new initiative
to strengthen community stability. We hosted a clinic for our

K“OW? current immigration clients, offering Powers of Attorney of a

Minor. This document gives parents peace of mind that a trusted

adult can care for their child if needed. On May 9, 2025, 21
children gained legal documents in place, ensuring someone can
step in if their parents are unable to do so.

LEGAL AID 2025

AGENCY
COLLABORATIONS ONGOING
SERVICE
PROJECTS

83 i | $42,268

FUNDS RAISED

ATTORNEYS WHO

ACCEPTED A CASE o 000 0 0 0090

268 RARARAAA

NOTE: Some volunteers accepted more than one case throughout the year.

Kathryn spent years working the same full-time job in California. Then, in 2024, her daughter passed away and
her world changed overnight. Grieving and heartbroken, she left her job and moved to Missouri to raise her two
grandchildren.

She believed she’d find work quickly — after all, she had a strong work history. But a year later, she was still search-
ing. Bills piled up. The debt became overwhelming. On top of her grief, she was carrying the constant stress of not
knowing how she would keep everything afloat for her grandkids.

That’s when Kathryn reached out to Legal Aid.

A volunteer attorney stepped in to help her file for Chapter 7 bankruptcy. Thanks to that support and careful work
on her case, Kathryn was able to keep her car — something she depends on to care for her grandchildren and
look for work.

In the end, most of her debt was discharged, including old IRS taxes. Kathryn finally has breathing room — and a
chance to focus on healing and creating a good life for the two children who now depend on her.

LEGAL AID 2025

25



26
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*

%

Defenders of Justice are law firms that generously contributed at the rate of $350 per attorney
for all three years of our 2023-25 Justice for All Campaign.

SHOOK HARDY & BACON, LLP
3-YEAR PLEDGE OF $258,300

STINSON, LLP
3-YEAR PLEDGE OF $138600

SPENCER FANE, LLP
3-YEAR PLEDGE OF $64,050

SEIGFREID BINGHAM
3-YEAR PLEDGE OF $52,500

GILMORE BELL, PC
3-YEAR PLEDGE OF $27,300

STUEVE SIEGEL HANSON, LLP
3-YEAR PLEDGE OF $25,200

KRIGEL NUGENT + MOORE
3-YEAR PLEDGE OF $10,500

HUGHES HUBBARD AND REED, LLP
3-YEAR PLEDGE OF $5,250

THE MEYERS LAW FIRM, LC
3-YEAR PLEDGE OF $4,500

NORMAN AND GRAVES, LLC
3-YEAR PLEDGE OF $3,150

JUSTICE FOR ALL CAMPAIGN GIFTS

POLSINELLI, PC
2-YEAR GIFT OF $98,950
BRYAN CAVE LEIGHTON PAISNER LLP
3-YEAR GIFT OF $30,000
HUSCH BLACKWELL, LLP
I-YEAR GIFT OF $25,510
DBJ DAVIS BETHUNE JONES
I-YEAR GIFT OF $15,000
LANGDON & EMISON
2-YEAR GIFT OF $10,500
SHAMBERG, JOHNSON & BERGMAN
I-YEAR GIFT OF $3,000
REDFERN LAW FIRM, PC
3-YEAR GIFT OF $1,050

LAW FIRM, FOUNDATION &
ORGANIZATION DONATIONS

DONATIONS OF $50,000+

CHILDREN OF BETH & ED SMITH

GOLDMAN SACHS GIVES

THE SALLY ANN FIRESTONE
FOUNDATION

DONATIONS OF $5,000+

ATTORNEY FUND, WESTERN DISTRICT

THE BANJO FUND

FORSEE FAMILY FOUNDATION

MILLER & COMPANY, PC

PAUL, LLP

POLSINELLI, PC

ROBB AND ROBB, LLC

CHARLES AND ANGELA
SUNDERLAND FUND

DONATIONS OF $1,000+
BASRI LAW, LLC
THE BAUM FAMILY FOUNDATION
BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD
OF KANSAS CITY
BUKATY COMPANIES FINANCIAL
SERVICES
CBIZ INSURANCE SERVICES
CREATIVE PLANNING
DANAJAMES KIDS FOUNDATION
FLUSHING & BATAVIA FOUNDATION
GORDON REES SCULLY
MANSUKHANI, LLP
HARBIN FAMILY FUND
HUSCH BLACKWELL, LLP
KAUFFMAN FOUNDATION
MATCHING GIFTS PROGRAM
KEMPTON AND RUSSELL, LLC
LATHROP GPM, LLP
LEWIS RICE, LLC
MAYO AUCTION & REALTY
MDL TECHNOLOGY
MORGAN STANLEY
MOUNT ST. SCHOLASTICA, INC
MYERS BROTHERS OF KC
ONE DIGITAL
J.B.REYNOLDS FOUNDATION
SHAFFER LOMBARDO SHURIN
SHOOK, HARDY & BACON, LLP
STINSON, LLP
TURNER FAMILY FOUNDATION
VANTRUST REAL ESTATE, LLC
VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

DONATIONS OF $100+
BLACKBAUD
BOLSTAD & RUARK

DIVVI WEALTH MANAGEMENT
GARMIN INTERNATIONAL

GUM LAW OFFICE, LLC

HARRIS AND HART, LLC

HOME DEPOT CHARITY ACCOUNT
THE LAW FIRM OF KENNETH L.
JAMISON, LLC
MULVIHILLHUNTER, LLC

OFFICE PRODUCTS ALLIANCE
PATTON & DEAN, LLC

SISTERS OF ST. FRANCIS AGENCY
UNITED OFFICE PRODUCTS, INC

INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS
ALICE & DAVID ACHTENBERG
CHRISTOPHER AHRENS
ALOK & NINA AHUJA

JOHN & ELLEN AISENBREY
WILLIAM ALLINDER & MARY SAWYER
DARA ALVARADO

DERON & MAUREEN ANLIKER
COURTNEY ANTHONY
KATHY ARENAL

KAITLIN ASHNER

JANNETTA AVELINO
BRADLEY BACKOUS

JAMIE BACKOUS

DANIEL P. BAKER

JAMES L. BAKER

JACK & JEANNE BANGERT
ANDREA & ROBERT BARAN
THEODORE D. BARNES
THOMAS & TRICIA BATH
JAMES & JUDITH BECK

PAUL BECK

JENNIFER BERHORST
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ASHLEIGH BICKFORD

TORY BILLARD

ERIC BLATTNER

VALERIE BLEVINS

KIMBERLY BOLIN

DANIEL & JANE BORNSTEIN

JAMES R. BORTHWICK

DAN & MICHELLE BOWERS

GAIL BOWLINE

CJBOYD

LIZ & TOM BOYD

JEAN BRADSHAW

GERALD BRENNEMAN

BRIDGET MCCANDLESS &
DENNIS TAYLOR

WALLACE BROCKHOFF

ANDREW C BROUGHT

KAITEE BROWN

KRISTIN BRUMM

RHETT BUCHMILLER

DAN & GINNIE BUKOVAC

REGINALD BURCH

CHRIS BURCHAM

CATHLEEN BURNETT

DEANNA & JEFFREY BURNS

AMELIA BUSHEK

KIM BUSHEK

VERONICA CAINE

KAREN & MIKE CARNEY

PATRICK CARNEY

RACHEL CARR

BRIAN CASEY

AMANDA CASTILLEJA

BRANDON CHAPMAN

GIL CHARNEY

ANDREA CHASE

KEVIN & SANDI CHECKETT

HON. THOMAS C. CLARK

ROBERT J. CODY

KATHY CONWELL

ROBYN COTTIN

GLENICE COX

HARDIN COX

VIRGINIA & MATTHEW CRIMMINS

HON. CHARLES CURLESS

KAREN CUTLIFF

DON F. DAGENAIS

MATTHEW DAMERON

ALEXANDRIA DARDEN

LEGAL AID 2025

SUMMER DAVIDSON
GARDINER DAVIS
KRISTEN DEKKER
ALEXIS DENNY

DANIEL DEVINE

JANICE BROWN DEWALT
BRIAN DIERKS

DOUG DIETZE

ERIC DIRKS

NANCY DIXON

ALYSSA DOCKINS

KIM DONNELLY

DAVID DOUGLASS

NICK DRAPER

SUPON DULIN

KENNETH DUMAS

KEVIN A. DUNN

TAYLOR DUNN

CARA EBERSOLE
VANESSA ECKERT
PEGGY & DAVID EKERDT
JERALD S. ENSLEIN
JAMES ENSZ

KRISTEN EVANS
PATRICIA FAYARD
ARTHUR & DIANE FEDERMAN
W. ANTHONY FEIOCK
SUSAN J. FERSHEE
WESLEY FIELDS
KATHLEEN FISHER
DANIEL FLANIGAN
LOREN FOY

SCOTT FRANCIS

DAVID FRYE

TED GARCIA

JESSICA GARRETT

PATTI GARRINGER-STRICKLAND
LISA GARZA

KATE GASPER

DIANE & GORDON GEE
CHARLES & JAN GERMAN
SILMON GHEBREYESUS
KIMBERLY K. GIBBENS
ELIZABETH GILCHRIST
GILLIAN & ANDREW WILCOX
KIMIKO BLACK GILMORE
WAYNE GONYEA

CAYCE GOOD

DIANE GOOD

AMANDA GRAOR

JACK & JOAN GRATE
LESLIE GREATHOUSE
MACGREGOR GREENLEE
JENNIFER GRIFFIN
ROBERT GROSS
ADUNNI GUEYE
TIMOTHY J HADACHEK
ELIZABETH HADEN
MARIA HALL

GORDON HAMILTON
SANDRA HANDLEY
KATHERINE HANNERS
LISA HANSEN
MARYBETH HARNISCH
BRADFORD HART
MARK HART

SYDNEY HASS

AMY HATCH

JOE HATLEY
COURTNEY HATTAWAY
ANN HAVELKA

JOHN & MARALINE HAYOB
SHANE HEFTY

SHIRLEY & BARNETT HELZBERG
RACHEL HERRINH
TANNER HEWLETTE
TOM HILL

CHARITY HOLLIDAY
WILLIAM & IRMA LOU HIRSCH
MARY HLADKY

MELISSA HOAG SHERMAN
SARAH HOBBS
KOURTNEY HODGE
SARAH HOLDMEYER
RON & SHARON HOLT
KERSTEN HOLZHUETER
KIM HOMER

HENRY HONG

HEATH HOOBING

CADE HOUSE

MICHAEL HOUX
CHAYANNE HUBBARD
JOEL HUET

CAROL HUNT
SHANNON HUTTON
RUSSELL JACKSON
JANETTE E. JAMESON
JEANNE JANCHAR

DEBORAH L. MCDONALD

JEAN & BRENDAN MCPHERSON
CINDY JENNY

JACKIE JESCHKE

JOANNE KANE & DON MCFARLAND

BRYAN & LINDA JOHNSON

MEG JOHNSON

QUINN JOHNSON

GEOFFREY JOLLEY

NATALIE & NATHAN JONES

MARY JANE JUDY

KATIE & ANDREW KILLEN

DAN & MICHELLE KAUFMAN

BRIAN KEATH

EDWARD KEATLEY

MARILYN KELLER

NICHOLAS KENNEY

SUSAN KEPHART

AMY BROZENIC KIMBROUGH

KYLE KLUCAS

MENDY KNIGHT

WILLIAM KOENIGSDORF &
KAY JOHNSON

ERLENE & SANFORD KRIGEL

JACINDA KRUGER

ADAM LABODA

BRYANT LAMER

GARLAND & SARAH LAND

HON. MERYL LYNN LANGE

RICHARD LANGSTON

ROGER & IRENE LARSON

JIM LAWRENCE

PHYLLIS GAIL LEACH

AMANDA LEWANDOWSKI

ROBERT & LINDA LIEBERMAN

RICHARD & DEBRA LOMBARDO

FIONA MADDEN

CATHERINE MAHONEY

BENJAMIN MANN

ALAN MARKOWITZ

JUAN J. MARTINEZ

SUE MATCUK

ALBERT MAURO

FREDDY MAWYIN

MICHAEL & SHEILA MCADAM

J. SCOTT MCCANDLESS

SHONTEL MCGEE

THERESE J. MCGILL

SINEAD MCGONAGLE

BRIANNA MCKAY

ELIZABETH MCMILLAN

LINDA J. MCNICHOLAS

CHRIS & JENNIFER MCRAE

EL MEALER

ADAM MEHL

JESSICA MERRIGAN

HON. SANDRA MIDKIFF

CHARLES A. MILLER

LAURA MINIHAN

CAROLYN MITCHELL-BROMFMAN

JAMES MOLONEY

CHAD MOORE

BECKY & R.J. MORRISON

CLARE MURPHY SHAW

PATRICIA MURPHY

CASEY MURRAY

NOAH NASH

CARUS NEWMAN

PAUL NIETZRL

PAUL NIEWRZEL

CAROL NISTLER

JORDAN NIXON

STEVE & MARIANNE NOLL

DENISE OAS

ROBERT P. O'BRIEN

SALAVADOR OCAMPO

CRAIG ODEAR

PEL OKEOWO

NANCY OLIVARES

MARK OLTHOFF

NATE ORR

ANDREW OSTLUND

JULIUS OSWALD

STEPH PARKER

ANNE PAULTER

KATIE PAULTER

ROBERT J. PAYNE

JOEL PELOFSKY

PAUL PENTICUFF

KACIE PERNA

JIM PETRIE

STEVEN PETRY

CALEB PHILLIPS

HON. M. BETH PHILLIPS &
HON. W. BRENT POWELL

EMMA PIAZZA

NANCY POLLACK

CHRISTINA POLLARD

GUYTON POORE

BENJAMIN PRICE

JIM PRICE

JOHN PRINZIVALLI

LAURA QUINN

PAUL RADDANT

ALEX REED

STORM REIF

CHERI RHODES

KRIS RIDDELL

MICHAEL RIEDL

PETER RIGGS

KIM ROBINSON

HON. JANETTE RODECAP

DEKE ROHRBACH

STEVE ROLING

BLAKE RONNEBAUM

EVAN & PAUL ROSEMANN

HON. SHERRILL ROSEN

SUNNI ROSENBLOOM

HON. KAY ROSENBOHM

TUCKER & EMILY ROSS

PETER ROTTGERS

NEIL RUDDY & JAN LOUISE KUSSKE

TONIRUO

KYLE RUSSELL

BRODY SABOR

HON. HOWARD SACHS

TERRY J. SATTERLEE

NICK SCHLOSSMACHER

JAMES SCHMIDT

BAILIE SCHNACKENBERG

GAVRIEL SCHREIBER

EMMA SCHUERING

CAROLINE SCHUMACHER

ASHLEA SCHWARZ

MAUREEN SCULLY

FRANK SEBREE

KAREN & ANDREW SEE

JOHN & SUZANNE SEGAL

MICHAEL SEITZ

ROBERT KENT SELLERS

FRED SGROI

LONNIE J. SHALTON

STUART & JULIE SHAW

KEITH SHUTTLEWORTH

CAROL S. SICOLI

ERIC SIDLER

KAREN B. SIEBERT & TIMM R. WALKER

MARK SIEDLIK

HON. CHRISTINE T. SILL-ROGERS

DEBORAH SILVA

CYPRIENNE SIMCHOWITZ &
JERRY WHITE

MARGOT HALL SIMS

RIK' SIRO & TERESA WOODY

TRACY L. SMEDLEY

CORINNE SMITH

MARETA J. SMITH

MONICA SMITH

LAURIE & MIKE SNELL
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CHARLIE & JEANNE SOSLAND
PATRICK B. STARKE

MARY STEEB & GLEN LITTLETON
TOM STEIN

BEN STELTER-EMBRY

FRAN & DAVID E. STERNBERG M.D.
KEISHA STEVENS
CHRISTOPHER STIBBS

JIM & MARY STILLEY

HENRY STOEVER

ROBERT C. STOREY

STEVEN STREEN

BEN STRUBY

JULIE STUTTERHEIM

KEITH & MARY STUTTERHEIM
NATHAN L. STUTTERHEIM
STEVE SUTTON

DAVID TARSHES & DEBBY KERDEMAN
RILEY TEATER

CHELSEA TEMPLETON

BOB TERRY

HARVEY & ANN M. TETTLEBAUM
CHARLES M. THOMAS

MICHAEL J. THOMPSON
MICHEL THOMPSON
ROBERT THOMPSON
MARK THORNHILL
TERENCE THUM
STEVEN & NATALAE TILLMAN
HUBERT TSE
LAURENCE R. & SYLVIA K. TUCKER
MEGAN TUNGET
JOHN TYNER
CONNIE VANCE
BARBARA WEARY
JULIA M. VANDER WEELE
WILLIAM VANDIVORT
J. MICHAEL & JENNY VAUGHAN
VANESSA VAUGHN WEST
HON. JERRY & DR. CASSY VENTERS
VINCE & KIM HAYES
GENE VOIGTS
STEPHEN WAGNER
EMILY A, WALES &

NATHAN S. WEINERT
KATIE WARNER

JUSTIN WATKINS

CAROLYN WATLEY

SHERRI WATTENBARGER &
BRIAN BEINS

BARBARA WEARY

MAURA WEBER

DOUG WEEMS

LUCAS WHITED

JUSTIN WHITNEY

PAUL WICKENS & LISA WEIXELMAN

JENNIFER WIEMAN EARLES

ABIGAIL WILLIAMS

JOHN LAWRENCE WILLIAMS

MARSHA WILLIAMS

KIM WINTER

SANDRA WIRTEL

DICK & MARY LINNA WOODS

STANLEY & NANCY WOODWORTH

LEE WRIGHT

ROBERT ZELDIN

STEPHANIE ZEORLIN

DAVID ZIMMERMAN

Legal Aid’s Heroes of Justice make convenient and sustaining monthly gifts.

DAN ALLEN

SAMANTHA ANDERSON
CAROL BACHHUBER
KATHERINE HOLLAR BARNARD
BRYCE BELL

ABBY BEYRAU

GARY BRUSH

SCOTT & RHONDA BURNETT
KARLY CAYLOR

AMBER C CHRIST
ELIZABETH COX

KATIE CRONIN

MATT DAMERON
ALEKSANDRA DRAKULOVIC
CHRIS & JENNY GARMON
BARBARA GLESNER FINES
THOMAS GREVER

MARITA GRIFFIN
LAWRENCE R. HAMEL
CHRISTINA & NICK HERGOTT

TRACEY DIANE ISAACSON
ANTONE JENKINS

ALICIA MARIE JOHNSON
NANCY M JOHNSON

JOLIE JUSTUS

MATTHEW DAVID KEENAN
CHRISTOPHER KURTZ

LISA LANEY

LAURI LAUGHLAND

KYLE MALEDY

MICHAEL MANNERS
RACHEL MASON

JANEAL R. MATHESON
KRAMER MCLUCKIE

JEAN & BRENDAN MCPHERSON
REBECCA NELY

IVAN NUGENT

BILLIE ORR

GRACE PHILPY

BARBARA & DON PINKSTON

MARGARET RICHARDS
MELODY ROWELL

TINA SCHAEFER
KENNETH & SUSAN J SCHWARTZE
RONALD SLEPITZA PH.D.
JEFF STEPHENS

LAURA DENVIR STITH
REBECCA SUNDQUIST
ELLEN Y. SUNI

EMILY SWENSON
HENRY THOMAS

JOHN TREMPER
WILLOW VAUGHN
MARCIA K. WALSH
ALICE WASSON

GILLIAN RUDDY WILCOX
SARA WILLIAMS

RICHIE WOLFE

BRAD JAMES YERETSKY

We attempt to reflect accurately and completely our donors’ names. However, if you find an error or omission, please accept our
apologies, and contact us at kcutliff@lawmo.org so that we can correct our records — and the digital version of this report.
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IN HONOR OF

ANDY & SINEAD BY
PAUL RADDANT
COURTNEY & SEAN ANTHONY BY
NANCY POLLACK
BENJAMIN MANN
KATHLEEN FISHER
DEKE ROHRBACH
MARSHA WILLIAMS
RUSSELL JACKSON
MICHELLE CONE BY
DANIEL P. BAKER
MICHAEL DUFFY BY
LAWRENCE R. HAMEL
JAMIE GIEDINGHAGEN BY
EL MEALER
HANNAH HARRIS BY
JERALD ENSLEIN
SHERMAN L HARVEY BY
JOHN LAWRENCE WILLIAMS

KAREN KARNES & SHANNON QUINN BY

LAURA QUINN
KATY KETTLER BY
LEE WRIGHT
JULIE LEVIN BY
CHARLES M. THOMAS
LAURA MCFARLAND BY
DANIEL & JANE BORNSTEIN

POLSINELLI, PC BY
VANTRUST REAL ESTATE, LLC
HON. SHERRIL ROSEN BY
HON. CHRISTINE T. SILL-ROGERS SAMUEL SESSIONS
HON. HOWARD SACHS BY ALEX, JORDAN, MIKE, MIKE, & STEPH
DAVID TARSHES & DEBBY KERDEMAN  BOB TERRY
MICHAEL & JAN SCHALL BY STEPHEN WAGNER
DANIEL P. BAKER MORRAN D. HARRIS BY
STEVE WOLFE BY MARITA GRIFFIN

DENISE PAKULA
SUNNI' ROSENBLOOM
PHYLLIS AND SHEL ROUFA

RICHIE WOLFE MARY ANN HATLEY BY
JANNETTA AVELINO
IN MEMORY OF DR. KURT METZL BY

ROBERT & LINDA LIEBERMAN
L. PATRICK O'BRIEN BY
ROBERT P. O'BRIEN

HEYWOOD "WOODY" DAVIS BY
CHARLES A MILLER
STEVE DEES BY

BARBARA & RICHARD ATLAS JOHN OWEN BY
RICHARD W. BARDACH LIZ AND TOM BOYD
GAIL BOWLINE PEGGY & DAVID EKERDT
GINA BOWMAN ALBERT RIEDERER BY
ANN BOWMAN HON. SANDRA MIDKIFF
DANIEL L. DEES CAESAR STINSON BY
VANESSA ECKERT ANTONE JENKINS

DEAN O. TILLMAN BY
STEVEN & NATALAE TILLMAN

W. ANTHONY FEIOCK
LORI AND MAX GLASER
GOLDMAN SACHS GIVES
PATRICIA JAMESON
JOHN M. KILROY JR.
SUSAN MCALLISTER

The Generous Associates Drive is a multi-week competition run by associates to see which firm can raise the
most money to benefit Legal Aid. The 2025 Drive raised $12,000.50 from 95 individuals.

2025 Participating Firms: Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner - $699.50, Lathrop GPM - $2,2320.68, Polsinelli PC -
$3,781.72, and Spencer Fane - $5,198.50.

RICHARD HALLIBURTON
STEVEN L. HOBSON

HUYCKE DAVIS CHARITABLE FUND
MARILYN MITCHELL

KENDA TOMES

pID YOU

Wealth should not determine who has access to justice. Our
free legal services work to combat economic, racial, and

K“OW? social injustices by advocating for our neighbors experiencing

poverty or in legal crisis.
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84% Legal Aid's online community is one of our most powerful assets. And people like you —
people who care about justice — are the backbone of our work.

PERSONNEL COSTS NON-PERSONNEL COSTS Following us on LinkedlIn, Facebook, Bluesky, or Instagram will take you a few seconds,
The good you do by powering our mission via our The good you do by sustaining our mission via rent, e . |
amazing and committed staff! utilities, equipment, supplies, and more! but for us, it's huge show of support and a great way to stay in touch!

Please scan the codes below and join our fight for justice!

2025 TOTAL PERSONNEL COSTS = $12,059,254
2025 TOTAL NON-PERSONNEL COSTS = $2,312,741

2025 TOTAL EXPENSES = $14,371,995

Instagram Facebook Bluesky

STATE, COUNTIES & CITIES

FEDERAL

IOLTA YouTube LinkedIn Newsletter Sign-Up

UNITED WAYS, FOUNDATIONS
& OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

FUNDRAISING,
INVESTMENT INCOME

& MISCELLANEOUS Fighting for justice is at the center of Legal Aid’s work.

We work to expose the policies and systems that prevent
our neighbors from accessing the justice they deserve.

2025 TOTAL REVENUE* = $15,446,826

* Total revenue excludes unrealized investment earnings.
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